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from Nov. 24. 1686. to the fame Day
1687. 1V. De Figurarum Geometricé ir-
rationalinm Quadraturis,  Awsore Johanne
Craig- V. Fart of a Letter of Mr. Ro-
bert Tredwey, to Dr. Leonard Pluke-
net, Dated Jamaica, Feb. 12.1695. giving
an HAccount of a great piece of Amber-
griefe thrown on that Ifland ; with the Opinion
of fome there about the way of its Produltion,

L An Account of the Tongue of a Paltinaca Ma-
tina, frequentinthe Seas about Jamaica, and
lately dug up in Mary-Land, and England.
By Hans Sloane. M. D.

R: Zancred Robinfon, Fellow of the College of Phy-
fitians and Royal Society, did me the favour fome
time fince; to fhow me a confiderable number of
Foffil Bones and Shells of feveral forts he had latley
come to his hands from Mary-Lard., Some of them
had received little alteration in the Earth, others more,
and {fome were {0 changed as to be flony, butall of
them retain’d their ancient {bape {o well, that it was
eafie for any body, who remembred the Figures of the
parts of thofe Animals, to conclude thefe Foffils muft
have come from the fame Original.

One of thefe Foffils (of whichI never remembred to
have feen any before except a little piece with Mr. Pe-
tiver) 1 had the favour of the Dotor to-carry home
with me to compare with the Tongue of a Fith I had
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obferv’d in Famaica; and on fetting it and the Foffil
together, and comparing them with another of the
fame Tongues in pieces which I faw in Mr, Charle-
tons, moft ufeful and admirable Colle&tion of Natural
Curiofities ; we-found a perfe¢tagreement of the Tongue
that was dug up in Mary-Land, and that taken from
the Fith in our Collections.

It was the Opinion of fome, that thefe Bones were
the pieces of a petrified Mufhrome, the Lamelle of
which this Foffil in fome macner refembld ; but to de-
monftrate what they were, I had leave of Mr. Charle.
ton and Dr. Robinfon, to fhew them at a Meeting of the
Royal Society, and to take their Figures that they might
be gravd, together with the whole Tongue I had my
felf.  This is done in the Plate belonging to this Trane
action : where

Fig. 1. Is the whole Tongue of a flat Fith akin ts
the Thornback, calld Paffinaca Marina, &c. It ic
made up of many Bones (about Nineteen in this }
which are each of them crooked, their two fides
making an obtufe Angle, fuch as the fides of the under
mandible of a Man does; the uppermoft fides of thefe fe-
veral Bones have Furrowes and peices ftanding together
after the manner of the Teeth of a fhort {finall tooth’'d
Comb, the extant ends of which anfwer the like parts
in the Bones of the upper Jaw of this Fifh,between which
and this Tongue the Food of this Fith is tobe cut, torn,
or ground to pieces. One inftance of the many admira-
ble contrivances of the Wife Creator, in providing all
Creatures with Organs proper to their feveral ne-
ceflities. )

Fig. 2. Is the under fide of the fame divided into
feveral pieces allo, but having no Furrows or Teeth,
asthofe of the upperfide have.

Gggggr Fig. 34
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Fig. 3,and 6. Shew the Joints or pieces of the (ame
Tongue, feparated and in feveral Pofitions of their up-
per and under Sides, to thow the perfe® Agrecment
1s between the picces of the Tongue of the Fith taken
fately from it, and thole taken out of the Earth, wkhich
are Figurd in the like Pofitions at N° 7, 8, 9, 10,
1, X 12,

£ig.13. & 14. Are the upper and under fides of what,
I fuppole, is the upper Mandible or Palate of this Fith,
which is oppofite to, or an{wers this Tongue: The a.
greement of this in all parts with the Tongue making
it very likely to belong, if not to this fame, yet to this
kind of Fifh.

Du Tertre in his Hiftoire Naturelle des Antilies
p. 2 17. calls this Fith Autre forte de Raye Marcgrave,
ed. 1648. p. 175. Pifo. ib.Lib. 3. p. 58, & ed. 1658.
Lib. 5. p. 293. as well as Mr. Willoughy and Ray, Hift.
Pifc. p. 66. call it Nari-Nari, and give a further ac-
count of it, 1 fhall alfo have cccafion to fpeak more
of this Fith in my Obfervations on the Fifhes about the
Iland of Yamaica, of which this is one, and which I
there call Paftinaca Marina, Levis, livida, albis macu-
lis wotata.

Iam-apt to believe the Anonymaus Portugal, whofe de-
{cription of Brafile is publithed in Parchas, Lib. 7. cap. 1.
P. 1313. means this, when he fays, there were Rayes,
having in their Mouth 2 Bones breaking wilks with
them.

A Part of one of the Joints of this Tongue wasdug
up in England, and given to Mr. Charleton, by Mr.
Lhwid of Oxford,by the Name of Siliquaftrum Subnigrans
peclinatum maximum.

Dr. Robinfon thinks the Foffil Palate or Mandible Fig.
13,and 14. may be of the fame kind with that taken
notice of by Lachmund, in his Book de Lapidibus, p. 17.
where ’tis call'd Pentacrinos, II, 4



